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MILITARY SEA SERVICES MUSEUM, INC. 

 

SEA SERVICES SCUTTLEBUTT 

April 2016 

     

 

 

John Cecil 

Military Sea Services Museum 

1402 Roseland Avenue, Sebring,  

Florida, 33870  Phone:  (863) 385-0992 

E-Mail:  navmargrd@gmail.com 
 

Hours of Operation 

Open:  Wednesday through Saturday  

Noon to 4:00 p.m. 

Web site:  http://milseasvcmuseum.org/ 
 

 

A message from the President 
 

Greetings, 

 

Most of Sebring's winter guests (snow-birds) have 

departed for the far North.  Consequently, we are 

already seeing the decline in visitors to the Museum 

that usually occurs during the summer months.  This 

time of the year is an excellent time for groups of 

school children, scouts, etc. to visit the Museum.  There 

is no charge for children 18 years and under.   Active 

duty military are also admitted free. 

 

Once again the Board of Directors expresses its sincere thank you to Bill Fincke and Gordon White our 

snow-birds who volunteer to stand duty at the Museum while in Sebring.  Both Bill and Gordon are life 

members of the Museum.  This was the sixth winter for Bill from Bethlehem, PA, and the second winter 

for Gordon from Mount Sydney, VA.  Bud Farmer who previously was a snow-bird volunteer from Basset 

VA is now a full time resident of Sebring and a year around volunteer.  The Board also thanks Fred Carino 

and Mike Borders from Sebring.  Fred travels quite a bit and sometimes works outside of Florida.  But 

when he is in town, Fred stands duty in the Museum.  Mike is kept busy as President of the local Chapter 

of the Military Officers Association of America.  When he can make time, Mike comes to the Museum to 

familiarize himself with the numerous artifacts and he has volunteered to stand duty when he can.  The 

Board of Directors also expresses its sincere thank you to Roy Fairfield who was a faithful year around 

volunteer from January 2014 until this past month when he moved to Wisconsin.  Roy, a retired Navy 

cook, also prepared the Museum’s monthly dinners while he was here.  We wish Roy all the best up North 

while hoping he returns to Sebring when he finds the cold winters in Northern Wisconsin not to his liking.  

Bill, Gordon, Fred, and Mike provide welcome relief to me, Gene Kissner, and Bud Farmer who stand duty 

at the Museum year around.  With few permanent local residents who volunteer to stand duty at the 

Museum, the Board is concerned about burn-out, so we thank God for men like Bill, Gordon, Fred and 

Mike.                          

 John 

 

mailto:navmargrd@gmail.com
http://milseasvcmuseum.org/
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Welcome Aboard New Members 

 

On 9 March 2016, John and Janet Harbaugh became our newest life members.  John is an Air Force 

veteran and a retired Hospital CEO.  Janet is a retired Activity Director.  John and Janet live in 

Sebring, FL. 
  

On 28 March 2016, Skip and Cheryl Dent became annual members of the Museum.  Skip is self-

employed.  Cheryl is retired.  Skip and Cheryl live in Lake Placid, FL. 

 

On 16 April 2016, James and Bobbie Wells became annual members of the Museum.  James is a 

Navy Veteran and is retired from the Army National Guard.  Bobbie is also retired.  James and 

Bobbie live in Sebring in the winter months and in Corunna, IN during the summer. 

 

A very hearty welcome aboard to our newest members!  A sincere thank you to all our members for 

their continued support.  Without member support, the Museum would not be able to pay its bills and 

would have to close the doors.   

 

 

President Gives Talk 

 
On 23 April 2016, Museum President John Cecil was the guest speaker at the Sebring Historical 

Society luncheon meeting. More than 50 people were in attendance.  John spoke about the history of 

the Military Sea Services Museum and about future hopes for the Museum. John's talk was well 

received and numerous compliments were made. 

 

 

Did You Know That 
 

during World War II, the U.S. Navy produced six future U.S. Presidents.  No U.S. President had 

served in the Navy until World War II when the Navy produced six future Presidents.  

 John F. Kennedy commanded a motor torpedo boat (PT-109) that was run over by a Japanese 

destroyer in the Solomon Islands; Lyndon B. Johnson was briefly stationed in New Zealand and 

Australia despite being a sitting member of Congress; Richard  Nixon supervised air cargo 

operations; Gerald Ford served as an aircraft carrier's assistant navigator and was nearly swept 

overboard in a typhoon; Jimmy Carter attended the Naval Academy (and became a submariner after 

the war); and George H.W. Bush flew 58 combat missions, including one in which he was shot down 

over the Pacific Ocean.  In fact, from 1961 to 1993, the only non-Navy man to become President of 

the United States was Ronald Reagan. 
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Museum Front Entrance Project 

 
The front entrance to the Museum is nearly complete.  The ramp and hand rails were recently 

completed and approved by the City of Sebring.  The parking area was resurfaced on 29 April.  The 

stripping of parking spots and installation of new parking signs should be completed by the end of the 

first week in May.  After that, the front of the building will be landscaped. We are very hopeful that 

by mid-May the Museum will have a completed and very beautiful front entrance.  The photo below 

was taken before the parking area was resurfaced.   

 

The Navy, Marine and Coast Guard emblems on the right side of the entrance and the murals 

representing the Navy, Marines, and Coast Guard on the left side were done by muralist 

extraordinaire, Maureen Fulginiti. Maureen, many years past, painted the emblems and murals that 

were on the front of the building but got destroyed and painted over during the renovation. 

Some long time Museum members may remember that Maureen is the daughter of Howard and Dot 

Fleetwood.  Howard was the Museum's first president. 

 

 

 

Stories Wanted 
 

We would like to publish in the Scuttlebutt short stories of Navy, Marine, and Coast Guard personal 

experiences, and/or short stories of sea services historical events.  We are sure there are plenty of 

stories out there that would be of interest to Scuttlebutt readers.  Please email your stories to 

navmargrd@gmail.com or mail to the Museum. 
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The Predator and Protector story reprinted with the permission of Mr. John Hall, Publisher of the 

Galveston Monthly Magazine/The Galveston Parrott.   

 

Thank you John Cecil for providing this interesting article. 
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Anniversaries 
 

1 April 1893.   U.S. Navy Chief Petty Officer rating established.  Happy 122nd birthday Chiefs.  

Throughout the years, the Chiefs have been known at the backbone of the U.S. Navy. 
 

15 April 1898.  Spanish-American War began. 
 

11 April 1900.  Navy buys submarine Holland VI.  - - - U.S. Navy Submarine Force born. 

 

6 April 1917.   U.S. enters World War I. 
 

21 April 1918 German fighter ace Manfred von Richthofen, "The Red Baron," is shot down and 

killed at age 25 over Vaux-sur-Somme, France.  He had 80 confirmed kills. 

 

10 April 1942.  Bataan Death March begins. 
 

18 April 1942.  The Doolittle Raiders, using B-25 bombers launched from the USS Hornet   (CV-8) 

to strike Tokyo. 
 

18 April 1943.  U.S. Army P-38 fighter planes shoot down the airplane carrying Japanese Admiral 

Yamamoto over Bougainville. 

 

7 April 1945.    U.S. Navy carrier based planes sink the Japanese battleship Yamato as it heads for 

Okinawa. 
 

30 April 1945.  Adolf Hitler and Eva Braun commit suicide in a Berlin bunker as Soviet troops 

advance through the city.  
 

3 April 1949.   NATO founded. 
 

10 April 1963.  USS THRESHER (SSN 593) the worlds most advanced attack submarine of the time 

was lost in the Gulf of Maine during a post overhaul test dive.  The entire 129 member crew was lost 

in the world's worst submarine disaster ever.  This tragedy led directly to significant changes in the 

Navy's submarine safety programs that have kept the U.S. Navy submarines safe ever since. 

 

15 April 1969.  U.S. Navy EC-121 belonging to VQ-1 was shot down by two North Korean MIG-17s 

while on a reconnaissance mission over the Sea of Japan.  The EC-121 crashed 90 nautical miles off 

the North Korean coast.  All 31 Americans aboard were killed.  The U.S. did not retaliate against 

North Korea other than a naval demonstration in the Sea of Japan a few days later and resumption of 

reconnaissance flights. 

 

30 April 1975.  Saigon fell to North Vietnamese troops.  One day after the largest helicopter 

evacuation in history where 7000 Americans and South Vietnamese were evacuated. 

 

12 April 1981.  First U.S. space shuttle launched. 

 

11April 1991.  Persian Gulf War official cease fire. 

 

19 April 1995.  Oklahoma City federal building bombed in a domestic terrorist attack by Timothy 

McVeigh and Terry Nichols.  The attack killed 168 people and injured 680 others.  McVeigh was 

executed 11 June 2001, Nichols was sentenced to life in prison.   
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Anniversaries continued 
 

1 May 1898.    Admiral Dewey's squadron destroys Spanish squadron in Manila Bay. 

 

4-8 May 1942.  Battle of the Coral Sea.  U.S. Navy repels the Japanese.  This helps save Australia and 

blocks the Japanese juggernaut in the Pacific. 

 

13 May 1908.  Navy Nurse Corps established. 

 

7 May 1941.   Bob Hope's first USO show, March Field Air Base, California. 

 

7 May 1945.   Unconditional surrender of all German forces signed. 

 

8 May 1945.   Victory in Europe (V-E Day) is declared. 

 

10 May 1925.  U.S. Coast Guard Band Established. 

 

2 May 2011.   U.S. Navy SEALs kill al-Qaeda terrorist leader Osama bin Laden. 

 

21 May 2016.  Armed Forces Day celebrated. 

 

30 May 2016.  Memorial Day observed. 

 
 

Quotable Quotes 
 

I contend that for a nation to try to tax itself into prosperity is like a man standing in a bucket and 

trying to lift himself up by the handle.---Winston Churchhill 

 

The tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and tyrants. 

               ---Thomas Jefferson 

 

It does not matter how slowly you go so long as you do not stop.  ---Confucius 

 

Of the four wars in my lifetime none came about because the U.S. was too strong. 

                   ---Ronald Reagan 

 

The program we sell is hard, however, and we're looking for the best--that means academically, 

physically, mentally.  We're not looking for the super jock.  We're looking for the guy we can count on 

when the countin' counts. ---Master Chief Dennis Drady, U.S. Navy SEAL 

 

You were born to excel.  Permission Granted. ---U.S. Navy SEALs 
 

Mailed Copies    
If you are receiving the Scuttlebutt via U.S. Postal Service, we do not have a current email address for 

you.  If you have email, please forward your email address to navmargrd@gmail.com.  You will 

receive the Scuttlebutt in a more timely manner and you will save the Museum postage and printing 

costs.  
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8 May 2016 
 

To all Moms 

 


